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well.“We’re going to start the game as if we’re in
the National League … and in reality we’re playing

as the Yankees in the National League,” Girardi said
before the start of spring training on Feb. 15.
“We’re going to try to hit for.200-.300. It’s not

going to be exactly how we’re going to line up to
start the game, but we’re going to try to achieve
some form of it. We’re going to take ground balls,

we’re going to steal some bases, we’re going to try
to get the base hits, we’re going to get some pop-

ups. You get the picture?” That’s how the plan
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sounded, but the proposal caused consternation.
And consternation is good for this sport, because
that’s when everything gets turned upside down.
The Giants and Diamondbacks have had their own
issues with the DH, and now the Yankees could join

them. And the recent history of the DH in the
American League is that it’s played out more as a

blessing and a curse. The A.L. has seen a comeback
of sorts on the DH since the American League

added it to the constitution after the 1994 strike. It
began with the 1995 season, and five of the next
six years were good for the A.L. But starting with
the 2000 World Series, a number of things went
south, beginning with the All-Star Game. Eight of
the next 10 have not gone well, and what’s more,

the games have started to matter more. This
season, there are seven teams in the AL that are
more than five games out of first place. Last year,
only one team was in that condition. In all, eight

teams have been eliminated from playoff
contention 6d1f23a050
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